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On Monday May 7, the City of Brampton was forced to deal with a catastrophe, like 
it had never experienced before. 

Following several days of extreme heat and humidity, which resulted in power out-
ages and people overburdening medical facilities, the City Manager decided to activate 
the City emergency plan. 

Fortunately, most of the citizens of Brampton never knew about this disaster. 
Known as "Exercise Heartburn", this simulated emergency test (SET) served as the 
kick-off of Emergency Preparedness Week , May 7 –13, and was designed to test the 
City of Brampton Emergency Plan. 

Thirteen ARES members, along with a large number of participants from other 
emergency agencies (Police, Fire, etc) played their part in responding to an imaginary, 
but not impossible, event. Amateur Radio stations were initially requested to be set up at 
the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) and at the Region of Peel building, which 
served as the location that simulated both the disaster site and other agencies. A net 
control station was also established. 

Shortly into the exercise, the disaster scenario was made even worse when a 
(simulated) chemical tanker truck overturned on highway 410, disrupting traffic and 
prompting an evacuation of the surrounding area. 

The Red Cross was notified that a shelter for the evacuees was to be opened at the 
Terry Miller Recreation centre and they, in turn, notified ARES that they would require 
Amateur Radio operators at their office and the Recreation centre. ARES members 
responded almost immediately and established communications with the other stations 
already on net. 

As well as passing messages back and forth among the various locations, for the 
first time ARES made use of slow scan TV (SSTV), as requested by the Emergency 
Planner. A simulated picture of the crash site was sent back to the EOC, printed out as an 
8 X 10 picture and given to the Control Group so that they could view the actual crash. 

R e d  C r o s s  a l s o  r e quested a picture of activity in the shel ter  and that  was 
quickly sent back for their viewing. This was the first time that any of the involved 
agencies has had the opportunity to view what was happening at other locations. 

The SSTV trial was announced to the entire group of participants at the EOC before 
the commencement and generated a lot of interest. 

At least eight agencies, with Brampton Fire being the most prominent, asked for ex-
planations and demonstrations of the TV system. It seems apparent that SSTV is 
likely to receive even more use at future events, now that so many of the agencies are 
aware of it. During our own debriefing, it was decided that we need a more compact, 
dedicated, SSTV station and Simon VA3SFC will be assembling a proposal for this. 

ARES has made another giant stride in establishing its credibility, due to the way it 
performed during this exercise and all of those who participated should feel proud of 
their efforts. Club members who have not yet had the opportunity to take part in any of 
the public service activities are invited to attend an ARES meeting to see how they can 
get involved 

Club members participat ing in  the exercise included: 

VA3: CEC, ERG, NGV, PB, SFC, UXB 

VE3: AZA, FOX, HPC, RIC, VBJ, VGP, WKJ 

ARES  wishes  to  express part icular thanks to Paul VA3PB, who was part of 
the committee that conceived and organized the exercise. 


